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ANNEX 
 
ABOUT MR DAREN TANG HENG SHIM 
 
1. Mr Daren Tang, 48, holds a degree from the Faculty of Law of the National 
University of Singapore, and an LL.M from the Georgetown University Law Centre, 
where he was also a Fellow of the Institute of International Economic Law. He also 
attended the Advanced Management Program at the Harvard Business School in 
2013.  
 
2. Daren is Chief Executive of the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) 
since 16 November 2015. In his tenure, he drove the strategic transformation of IPOS 
from an IP registry and regulator into an innovation agency that helps to build 
Singapore’s future economy. His term saw major updates to Singapore’s IP Hub 
Masterplan, legislative and policy reforms to the IP regime and a scaling up of 
international engagement. IPOS today has cooperation agreements with over 70 
regional and international partners. Under his leadership, Singapore ranked second 
globally and top in Asia for the best IP protection in the World Economic Forum’s 
Global Competitiveness Report and IPOS was recognised as the world’s most 
innovative IP office by the World Trademark Review in 2020.   

 
3. Daren will be officially appointed as the next Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization from 1 October 2020. 
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ABOUT MRS RENA LEE 
 
 

1. Mrs Rena Lee holds a Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) and a Masters of Laws (LL.M) 
from the Faculty of Law of the National University of Singapore.  
 
2. Mrs Lee was most recently seconded to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to help 
establish Singapore’s Diplomatic Office in The Hague, Netherlands, where she served 
as its first Minister-Counsellor from 2018 to 2020. She is also Singapore’s Ambassador 
for Oceans and Law of the Sea Issues and the Special Envoy of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. In 2018, Mrs Lee was elected President of the Intergovernmental 
Conference on an international legally binding instrument under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine 
biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ IGC). She is also a 
member of the Legal and Technical Commission of the International Seabed Authority 
(ISA). 
 
3. Mrs Lee began her career in the public service as a legal officer with the Ministry 
of Defence in 1992. She then joined the International Affairs Division of the Attorney-
General’s Chambers in 2008, and was seconded to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
January 2018.  
 
4. Mrs Lee has specialised in the practice of international law, covering multiple 
practice areas, including international humanitarian and human rights law, 
disarmament law, law of the sea, environmental and climate change law, and the law 
of privileges and immunities, and international organisations. She has advised the 
Government on various issues of international law, and also participated in various 
bilateral and multilateral negotiations. These include negotiations within ASEAN, as 
well as on climate change and law of the sea. She has written a number of articles 
and co-authored a book on “ASEAN’s External Agreements: Law, Practice and the 
Quest for Collective Action” in 2015. 
 


